IMSNOTALWAYS THAT atowngirl from
downsouthin Tirunelveli, Tamil Madu,
makes a mark as an international
Fulbright Fellow, layers it with years of
dancingexperience, bakes it with being
the firstdoctorate in Bharatanatyamin
the University of M adras and spices it up
with a series of swards and accol ades.
But senior dancer, researcher and
choreographer Dr Lakshmi Ramaswamy
has made it possible.

Creating a stir t hrough her wide
range of d ance produc tion s and
nurturing prominent performer s, she
has carved a niche of her own in the field
ofdance scadem ics as one of India’s most
promising teache rs contributing to the
field of Bhar atanatyam. From Tamil
Sangampoetry to the epics, Bhakthi
period in South India tocompositions on
folklores, this Doordarshan TopGrade
Artist now takes to parrots as a theme for
her 215t production.

Ramaswamy began leaming dance at
five. After her marnage, she came under
the tutelage of Pad masriChitra
Visweswaran. After a few vears, she
established her own institute Sri

Mudhraalaya, an academy for
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Bharatanatyam, now 23 vearsold. Her
journey so far has seen anarray of
awards and titles from various
organisations including the Acharya
Kala Bharathi (Best Guru)by Bharath
Kalachar in 2006. As aFulbright scholar,
she has enthralled the audience at the
Ethnic DanceFestival inSan Francisco
and her neo-classic al work, *Sculptor’s
Dream’, was judped the best
chorengraphy atthe International Dance
Alliance, Chennai Chapter, in 2002, Her
choreographic works include 250s50lo
numbers and 20 produc tions.
Theidea of parrots was nota recent
one. * My love for nature comes from my
town away from bustling Chennai.
Parrots were quite acommon sight on the
trees then. You no longer see it now. The
parrot encounter became stronger when
I would watch the busy parrot
astrologers on the strects on my way to
school with clients waiting to know their
future. In fact my grandfather’s house
had abig panting of Suka Maha Rishi
(depicted as a parrot headed sage) talking
toa small boy, she shares. Her parrot
stints continue d when she started her
owninstitute SriMudhraalaya, Chennai
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in1994 and found the little ones trying to

imitate her justlikehow a parrot does.
*S0, with all these parrot expe rie noes put
together, what I had to donex twas to
come upwith an experimental piece on
parrots” says Ramaswamy.

The experimental piece thus formed
depicted a mother poddesswhohasa
parrot near her ears. For devotees itis the
parrot that acts as a messenger taking
their pravers tothe attention of t he
poddess. Performed as a varnam (central
piecel in a Bharatanatyam repertoire, it
received huge appreciationand that
encouraged her to delve dee per into the
subject. Two yearsof research work gave
shape toa full-fledged production and
she named it'Suka Marga’ (arepertoire
on parrots).

Talking about her upcoming
production, the dancer-choreographer
says, “Did vou know t here was a temple
SONEon parrots sung as part of the ritual
inkancipuram? Indian lives have
encompassed parrots Lnvarous ways.
Theproductionshows the charming and
chirpy parrots as a symbolofintelligence
andan evolved being.” B

(Suka Marga, partly supported by
MiniztryofCulture, India, will he
prenmuered on January 26, 2018, in Narada

{;ana Sabha, Chennar)



